pages are complemented by a further forty-one .containing over 800 references. With its emphasis on antiplatelet therapy this book will be useful to many people in differing disciplines and the author is to be congratulated on being so comprehensive in such a small volume. As on previous occasions, the account of the Annual Symposium of the Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism is characterized by authoritative contributions made in many cases by workers pre-eminent in their field of research. The monograph strengthens links between clinicians, biochemists and molecular geneticists with some of the references being for papers in press during 1982. The chapter on genetic heterogeneity is interesting but serves largely to illustrate how little is known at molecular level of the precise abnormalities involved in the various conditions. The chapters on errors of purine metabolism and steroid biosynthesis are particularly good as are several of those in the second section dealing with treatment. Chapter 10 on the prospects for enzyme replacement is an excellent account of some recent work in this area. Although compiled by experts, the third section on animal models of human disease is likely to be of interest mainly to those research workers involved in such studies. Section 4 gives a good general review of current thought regarding screening procedures, diagnosis and treatment, and the social consequences of these on the individual and society, with the final chapter being a cri de coeur to health authorities to recognize the importance of and accord priority to the management of inborn errors of metabolism.
The book is well produced and edited and will be of value to any physicians, biochemists or other specialists who regularly encounter such disorders. ROBERT York, in July 1981, which coincided with the eve of the centenary of Gaucher's first description of the condition. It is a comprehensive account of the subject with contributions from a large number of experts covering a wide range of disciplines.
Biochemistry, molecular pathology, genetic biochemistry and enzymology occupy a large section of the book. The fundamental theme here is an attempt at more accurate delineation of pathogenesis, differentiation of phenotypes and separation of controls and carriers. Many of these issues are unresolved but it is reassuring tha t the search is so intense: enzyme replacement therapy remains the main goal.
There is a curious variation in the quality of paper and the size of print, and a few of the black and white histological prints are of mixed quality. On the other hand the volume abounds with tables and graphs, which simplify the text, and each chapter is followed by a full reference list.
This book is not easy to read as it is fundamentally intended as a reference work for those wishing greater insight into this tragic illness. Because of the generally low incidence of the condition, the book will have limited appeal. Its main attribute is that it has amalgamated into a single volume up-to-date accounts on every conceivable aspect of the disease.
S VARIEND

Consultant Pathologist Children's Hospital. Sheffield
The Pericardium. Ralph Shabetai pp 432
£29.40 New York: Grune & Stratton 1981
This excellent monograph is written by a cardiologist who has been interested in pericardial disease and has been investigating the physiology of the normal and diseased pericardium throughout his professional life. The most rewarding sections are those concerned with his own researches on the haemodynamics of constrictive pericarditis and cardiac tamponade, and particularly the mechanism of pulsus paradoxus, though these are not easy to read and are marred by a few irritating misprints. There are also excellent descriptions of the echocardiographic features of pericardial effusion and of the technique of pericardiocentesis. The author gives cogent reasons for preferring open (but limited) pericardiotomy to pericardiocentesis for removal of fluid, and stresses the importance of ECG and pressure monitoring and fluoroscopic control when a needle is used for entering the pericardial space and then replaced by a catheter.
The clinical sections are less impressive. For example the chapter on acute viral and idiopathic pericarditis makes no more than passing reference to the not infrequent occurrence of effusion with or without tamponade, or to the rare develop-ment of constriction, though these complications are discussed in the chapters on constriction and tamponade. The rarer syndromes of effusiveconstrictive pericarditis and of epicardial constriction receive sporadic attention in different contexts but are not themselves the subject of a particular section. Restrictive cardiomyopathy is described in the differentia! diagnosis of constrictive pericarditis (pp 211-214), but the most important distinguishing 'feature (the identity in the latter and the non-identity in the former of LV and RV end-diastolic pressures) is only discussed in an earlier section on cardiac catheterization.
Headings and subheadings appear to have been randomly distributed, not always appropriately, after completion of the text; for example, the first paragraphs of chapter 6 (on pulsus paradoxus) are concerned with the definition of the term, but the next paragraph headed 'Definition' is not! There are a number of interesting historical references and quotations in the text but, fascinating though they are, Chevers' (1842) descriptions of 4 cases of constrictive pericarditis would be better placed in an appendix.
In conclusion, despite these criticisms, this is a book full of interesting and important information which should be read and kept for reference by all trained and aspiring cardiologists interested in the pericardium. hyperreactivity, which is an exaggerated constrictor response to a variety of stimuli, is a fundamental abnormality in asthma. Yet its mechanisms are poorly understood and a considerable amount of research is now devoted to elucidating the underlying abnormalities. The proceedings of a workshop on bronchial hyperreactivity held in Wislikofen, Switzerland, in June 1982, are now published as the first of a series on perspectives in asthma. The book takes the form of formal presentations, followed by lengthy discussions. Like all compilations the quality and novelty of the contributions are very variable. There are interesting presentations by Michel on mediator production by bronchioalveolar lavage cells and by Schleimer on human lung mast cells; but presentations on calcium transport and on ·airway secretions in asthma are disappointing. There is no significant discussion on the properties of airway smooth muscle, which is likely to be important in the pathogenesis of bronchial hyperreactivity. The discussions at the end of each section (which make up over one third of the text) are virtually unedited in order to preserve the flavour of the meeting. While this may be interesting to some it inevitably leads to repetition and redundancies. Furthermore the discussions are full of inaccuracies and have unfortunately not been referenced.
MICHAEL HONEY
Consultant Cardiologist Brompton & London Chest Hospitals
This book will be of interest to those involved in research into bronchial hyperreactivity and asthma, rather than clinicians, although much of this ground has already been covered in more detail in a recent publication 'Airway Reactivity' edited by Hargreave (Ontario: Astra Publications 1980). The meeting was sponsored by a pharmaceutical company and the frequent (and often inappropriate) references to their product in the discussions is slightly irritating. Nevertheless the book is a useful source of references and can be recommended as presenting some of the current views on this important topic. In September 1980 a conference was held at the Institute of Orthopaedics, University of London, to which a world-wide gathering of experts contributed. Springer-Verlag enabled this wealth of knowledge and ideas to be published. The result is a beautifully produced volume, containing what is probably the most up-to-date information on the surgical problems of the shoulder joint. Both the text and the illustrations tend to be variable but this is an advantage in that it keeps the reader interested: there is in fact an enormous amount of material to be absorbed. At the end of each section there is an extensive list of references which adds further to the depth of the work. The reviewer paticularly enjoyed the opening contribution by Dr Carter Rowe devoted to an appreciation of the work of Dr E A Codman who was probably the instigator of modern thought on the pathology of the shoulder joint.
No surgeon who has a special interest in the shoulder joint can afford to be without this volume whether or not he is involved in the formation of the important new international group working in this field.
A N HENRY
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon
Guy's Hospital. London
